
ST. LUCIA LEGAL ANNEX 
 

REVIEWED LAWS: 
- Constitution 
- Integrity in Public Life Act (2004) 
- HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY (CONTRACTS WITH GOVERNMENT) 

(DISQUALIFICATION) ACT 
- Public Service Staff Orders (*) 

 
(*) Law(s) reviewed but not containing relevant articles for this study. 
 
RELEVANT ARTICLES: 
 
CONSTITUTION: 
 

Art 32.- Disqualifications from electio 

(4) A person shall not be qualified to be elected as a member if he is a Senator. 

(5) If it is so provided by Parliament and subject to such exceptions and limitations (if 
any) as Parliament may prescribed, a person shall not be qualified to be elected as a 
member if- 

a) he holds or is acting in any office or appointment (whether specified individually or by 
reference to a class of office or appointment); 

b) he belongs to any of the armed forces of Saint Lucia or to any class of person that is 
comprised in any such force; 

c) he belongs to any police-force or to any class of person that is comprised in any such 
force; or 

d) he has, within such period (not exceeding three years) as parliament may prescribe, 
held or acted in any office or appointment the tenure of which would, by virtue of any 
provisions made under this subsection, disqualify him for election as a member, being an 
office or appointment the emoluments of which exceed such amount as Parliament may 
prescribe. 

PUBLIC SERVICE STAFF ORDERS 
 
Private Interest 
4.7 An officer shall not at any time engage in any private activity which 
might: 
(i) bring the officer or the Government into disrepute; 
(ii) conflict with his official duties or responsibilities; 
(iii) place him or give the appearance of placing him in a position 



to use his official position for his private benefit; 
(iv) make him unavailable for reasonable out of hours duties 
or official commitments; 
 
provided that an officer, who is of the opinion that any private activity upon 
which he is engaged or in which he has a private pecuniary interest might 
offend against the provisions of this Order, must declare it fully to the 
provisions of this Order, must declare it fully to the appropriate Service 
Commission and must comply with such conditions or restrictions as the 
appropriate Service Commission after due enquiry, may consider 
necessary. 
 
INTEGRITY IN PUBLIC LIFE ACT 
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DISQUALIFICATION FOR ELECTION TO HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ON ACCOUNT OF 
INTEREST IN GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS 

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section a person shall not be qualified to be 
elected as a member of the House of Assembly if he or she, or any firm in 
which he or she is a partner or any body corporate which he or she controls, is 
a party to any contract made with the Government of the Territory, or a 
department of that Government, or an officer of that Government contracting 
as such, for the sale or lease of land (including any interest in or over land), 
the sale of goods, or the rendering of services, by that person or by that firm 
or body corporate. 

(2) A person shall not be disqualified to be elected, as a member of the House of 
Assembly by virtue of the preceding subsection— 



(a) if, at the date of his or her nomination for election, the obligations 
imposed by the contract on him or her, or on the firm or body corporate 
aforesaid, have been wholly performed or are unenforceable; 

(b) by reason only of a contract for the sale of goods where the amount or 
value of the consideration does not exceed the specified amount and the 
sale does not form part of a larger transaction or series of transactions in 
respect of which the amount or value, or aggregate amount or value, of 
the consideration exceeds the specified amount; 

(c) by reason only of any contract made under any arrangements for 
providing guaranteed prices or assured markets for producers generally 
of any produce, being arrangements made by or under any law in force 
in the Territory; 

(d) by reason only of any contract made under an obligation imposed by or 
under any law in force in the Territory; 

(e) by reason only of any contract under which professional services to 
members of the public are rendered, wholly or partly at the public 
expense, in pursuance of arrangements for the provision of such 
services by members of a profession generally; 

(f) by reason only of any contract made by that person in the capacity of a 
member of the Government of the Territory or by any body corporate 
which he or she controls in that capacity; or 

(g) by reason only of any contract made by that person in the capacity of a 
member of any board, panel, committee or other similar body (whether 
incorporated or not) established by any law in force in the Territory or 
of any contract made by any body corporate which he or she controls in 
that capacity. 

 
(3) A person shall not be disqualified to be elected as a member of the House of 

Assembly by reason of such a contract as is referred to in subsection (1), if, 
within one month before the date of election, he or she publishes in the 
official Gazette of the Territory and in a newspaper circulating in the electoral 
district for which he or she seeks election a notice setting out the nature of 
that contract and his or her interest in it. 

(4) For the purposes of this section— 
(a) a person controls a body corporate if he or she has the power to secure, 

by means of the holding of shares or the possession of voting power in 
or in relation to that or any other body corporate, or by virtue of powers 
conferred by the articles of association or other document regulating the 
constitution of that or any other body corporate, that the affairs of the 
first mentioned body corporate are conducted in accordance with his or 
her wishes; and 

(b) “specified amount” means $120 or any other sum that is substituted by 
any law of the Territory. 



4. VACATING OF HIS OR HER SEAT BY MEMBER OF HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
ON ACCOUNT OF GOVERNMENT CONTRACT 

The seat of a member of the House of Assembly shall become vacant if any 
circumstances arise that, if he or she were not a member of the House of Assembly, 
would cause him or her, subject to section 3(3), to be disqualified for election to the 
House by virtue of that section. 

However, if in the circumstances it appears to the House of Assembly to be just so 
to do, the House may exempt any member from vacating his or her seat under the 
provisions of this section, if such member, before making a contract referred to in 
section 3(1), or before or as soon as practicable after otherwise becoming a party to 
it, or otherwise interested in it (whether through a firm in which he or she is a 
partner or through a body corporate which he or she controls), discloses to the 
House the nature of such contract and his or her interest in it. Also, the seat of a 
person being a member who is required to travel on government duty to a place 
outside the Territory shall not become vacant by reason only of his or her being 
granted an advance in anticipation of subsistence allowance provided the advance is 
repaid in full within one month of the member’s return to the Territory. 
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