
SAMOA LEGAL ANNEX 
 
REVIEWED LAWS: 
 
1. The Constitution of the Independent State of Samoa 1960, amended as of January 25, 
2005 
2. Electoral Act 1963, with amendments, as of February 1, 2006 (art. 8, 9, 10). See in a 
separate file.  
3. The Legislative Assembly Powers and Privileges Ordinance 1960, amended as of 
January 10, 2006  
4. Standing Orders of the Parliament of Samoa 2005, amended on June 21, 2006 
 
(*) Law(s) reviewed but not containing relevant articles for this study. 
 
List of laws of Samoa available at the Parliament’s web-site  
http://www.parliament.gov.ws/legislations.cfm
 
RELEVANT ARTICLES: 
 
 
1. The Constitution of the Independent State of Samoa 1960, amended as of January 
25, 2005 
 
45. Qualifications for membership-(1) Any person shall 
be qualified to be elected as a Member of Parliament who - 
(a) Is a citizen of Samoa; and 
(b) Is not disqualified under the provisions of this 
Constitution or of any Act. 
(2) If any person other than a person qualified under the 
provisions of clause (1) is elected as a Member of Parliament, 
the election of that person shall be void. 
 
46. Tenure of office of members-(1) Every Member of 
Parliament shall cease to be a Member at the next dissolution of 
the Legislative Assembly after he has been elected or previously 
thereto if his seat becomes vacant under the provisions of clause 
(2). 
(2) The seat of a Member of Parliament shall become 
vacant- 
(a) Upon his death; or 
(b) If he resigns his seat by writing under his hand 
addressed to the Speaker; or 
(c) If he ceases to be a citizen of Samoa; or 
(d) If he becomes disqualified under the provisions of this 
Constitution or of any Act. 
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52 Meetings of the Legislative Assembly - The Legislative 
Assembly shall meet at such times and at such places as the 
Head of State appoints from time to time in that behalf by 
notice published in the Samoa Gazette and recorded in the 
Savali: 
Provided that the assembly shall meet not later than fortyfive 
days after the holding of a general election and at least once 
in every year thereafter, so that a period of twelve months shall 
not intervene between the last sitting of the Assembly in one 
session and the first sitting thereof in the next session. 
 
53. Standing Orders - Subject to the provisions of this 
Constitution, the Legislative Assembly may make, amend and 
repeal standing orders regulating its procedure. 
 
58. Voting-(1) Except as otherwise provided in this 
Constitution, every question before the Legislative Assembly 
shall be decided by a majority of the votes of the Members of 
Parliament present. 
(2) The Speaker, or the Deputy Speaker or any other 
Member of Parliament while presiding over a sitting of the 
Legislative Assembly in the absence of the Speaker, shall not 
have a deliberative vote but, in the case of an equality of votes, 
shall have a casting vote. 
 
62. Privileges of Legislative Assembly - The privileges, 
immunities and powers of the Legislative Assembly, of the 
committees thereof and of Members of Parliament may be 
determined by Act: 
Provided that no such privilege or power may extend to the 
imposition of a fine or to committal to prison for contempt or 
otherwise, unless provision is made by Act for the trial and 
punishment of the person concerned by the Supreme Court. 
 
2. Electoral Act 1963, with amendments, as of February 1, 2006 
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3. The Legislative Assembly Powers and Privileges Ordinance 1960, amended as of 
January 10, 2006  
 
 
23. No member to vote if he has direct pecuniary interest  
 

(1) A member shall not in or before the Assembly or any committee thereof take part 
in the discussion of any matter in which he has a direct pecuniary interest without 
disclosing the extent of that interest.  

(2) Any member who acts in contravention of this section may be adjudged guilty of 
contempt by the Assembly and shall be liable to the penalties provided in section 
21 of this Ordinance for such contempt.  

 
4. Standing Orders of the Parliament of Samoa 2005, amended on June 21, 2006 
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