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Constitution adopted 1978 (last amended Dec. 2000) 

Article 91 
Disqualification for election as Member of Parliament. 
 No person shall be qualified to be elected as a Member of Parliament or to sit and vote in Parliament –  
 
(1) (b) if he –  

(i) stands nominated as a candidate for election for more than one electoral district at a General 
Election,  
(ii) stands nominated as a candidate for election by more than one recognized political party or 
independent group in respect of any electoral district,  
(iii) stands nominated as a candidate for election for an electoral district and before the conclusion 
of the election for that electoral district he stands nominated as a candidate for election for any 
other electoral district, or  
(iv) being a Member of Parliament, except in the circumstances referred to in Article 70 (7) or 
Article 155 (4) (i), stands nominated as a candidate for election for any electoral district  

 
(c) if he is the President of the Republic;  
 
(d) if he is –  

 
(i) a judicial officer,  
(ii) the Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration,  
(iii) the Secretary-General of Parliament or a member of his staff,  
(iv) a member of the Public Service Commission,  
(v) the Commissioner of Elections,  
(vi) the Auditor-General,  
22[(vii) a public officer holding any office created prior to November 18, 1970, the initial of the 
salary scale of which was, on November 18, 1970, not less than Rs. 6,720 per annum, or such 
other amount per annum as would, under any subsequent revision of salary scales, correspond to 
such initial,  
(viii) a public officer holding any office created after November 18, 1970, the initial of the salary 
scale of which is, on the date of the creation of that office, not less than the initial of the salary 
scale applicable, on that date, to an office referred to in item (vii) or such other amount per annum 
as would, under any subsequent revision of salary scales, correspond to the first-mentioned initial,  
(ix) an officer in any public corporation holding any office created prior to November 18, 1970, 
the initial of the salary scale of which was, on November 18, 1970, not less than Rs. 7,200 per 
annum or such other amount per annum as would, under any subsequent revision of salary scales, 
correspond to such initial,  



(x) an officer in any public corporation holding any office created after November 18, 1970, the 
initial of the salary scale of which is, on the date of creation of that office, not less than the initial 
of the salary scale applicable on that date to an office referred to in item (ix) or such other amount 
per annum as would, under any subsequent revision of salary scales, correspond to the first 
mentioned initial,  
(xi) a member of the Regular Force of the Army, Navy or Air Force, or  
(xii) a police officer or a public officer exercising police functions;] 
 

(e) if he has any such interest in any such contract made by or on behalf of the State or a public corporation 
as Parliament shall by law prescribe ;  
 
(f) if he is an undischarged bankrupt or insolvent, having been declared bankrupt or insolvent ;  
 
(g) if during the preceding seven years he has been adjudged by a competent court or by a Special 
Presidential Commission of Inquiry to have accepted a bribe or gratification offered with a view to 
influencing his judgment as a Member of Parliament or as a member of the legislature prior to the 
commencement of the Constitution.  
 
(2) For the purposes of sub-paragraph (g) of paragraph (1) of this Article, the acceptance by a Member of 
Parliament of any allowance or other payment made to him by any trade union or other organization solely 
for the purpose of his maintenance shall be deemed not to be the acceptance of a bribe or gratification.  
 
Article 102 
Public officer or an officer of a public corporation not to function during period of election.  
 
When a public officer or an officer of a public corporation is a candidate at any election, he shall be 
deemed to be on leave from the date on which he stands nominated as a candidate until the conclusion of 
the election. Such a public officer or an officer of a public corporation shall not during such period 
exercise, perform or discharge any of the powers, duties or functions of his office. 
 
Article 170 
“public corporation” means any corporation, board or other body which was or is established by or under 
any written law other than the Companies Ordinance, which funds or capital wholly or partly provided by 
the Government by way of grant, loans or otherwise.  
 
“public officer” means a person who holds any paid office under the Republic other than a judicial officer, 
but does not include: 

a. the President 
b. the Speaker 
c. a Minister 
d. a member of the Judicial Service Commission 
e. a member of the Public Service Commission 
f. a deputy minister 
g. a MP 
h. the secretary general of parliament 
i. a member of the president’s staff 
j. a member of the staff of the secretary general or parliament  

 
Declaration of Assets and Liabilities Law (1/1975, am. 75/1988) 
 
Article 2 

(1) The provisions of this Law shall apply to every person belonging to any one of the following 
classes or descriptions of persons: 

a. Members of the National State Assembly  
Article 3 



(1) Every person to whom this Law applies shall, within three months after the appointed date, make, in 
such form as may be prescribed, a declaration, hereinafter in this Law referred to as a “declaration of 
assets and liabilities” of all -  

a. His assets and liabilities 
b. The assets and liabilities of his spouse 
c. The assets and liabilities of each of his children 

 
As on such date as may be prescribed by resolution of the National State Assembly.  

 
(3) Every person who is required to make the first declaration of assets and liabilities under subsection 1 or 
subsection 2 shall, unless such person creases to be a person to whom this Law applies, by the thirtieth day 
of June in each year, make in the prescribed form, a declaration of his assets and liabilities as at the thirty 
first day of March of such year and include in such declaration the assets and liabilities he held of the date 
on which he was first required to make a declaration of his assets and liabilities he held on the date on 
which he was first required to make a declaration of his assets and liabilities under this Law 
 
Article 4 
The declaration of assets and liabilities shall be made in the following manner:-  

a. to the President 
I- by the Speaker of the National State Assembly 
II- by ministers and deputy ministers 
III- by judges and other state officers appointed by the President 

b. to the Speaker of the National Assembly, by all other members of the National State Assembly not 
referred to in paragraph (a) 

 
Article 5 

(1) Any person, body or authority responsible for the appointment, promotion, transfer or 
secondment, of a state officer or employee of a public corporation or local authority, shall for such 
purpose, have the right to call for and refer to any declaration of assets and liabilities of such state 
officer or employee 

(2) The Attorney General, the Director of Public Prosecutions, the Bribery Commissioner, the 
Commissioner of Inland Revenue and Head of the Department of Exchange Control shall have the 
right to call for and refer to any declaration of assets and liabilities 

(3) Any person shall, on payment of a prescribed fee to the appropriate authority, have the right to call 
for and refer to any declaration of assets and liabilities and on payment of a further fee to be 
prescribed, shall have the right to obtain a certified copy of such declaration.”  

 
Article 6 
The Bribery Commissioner may, at any time, call for such additional information as he may require from 
any person who has made a declaration of assets and liabilities under this Law, and utilize such information 
or the declaration made under this Law for the performance of his functions under the Bribery Act.  
 
Article 7 

(1) Any person may, by communication in writing signed by him and addressed to an appropriate 
authority, draw the attention to such authority to any recent acquisitions of wealth or property or to 
any recent financial or business dealings or to any recent expenditures by any person to whom this 
Law applies, which to the knowledge of the person making such communication is not 
commensurate with the known sources of wealth and income of such person to whom this law 
applies.  

(2) Upon receipt of a written communication under subsection 1, the appropriate authority if he is 
satisfied that such communication is genuine and that the communication discloses material upon 
which an investigation as may be necessary for the purpose of deciding upon all or any of the 
following matters: 

a. Prosecution of other suitable action under the provisions of the Bribery Act or the law 
relating to Exchange Control or Inland Revenue, or 



b. Prosecution under this or any other law, and where such appropriate authority finds that 
written communication received by him should be dealt with by any other appropriate 
authority may forward such communication to such other authority.  

(3) Any appropriate authority, upon deciding to investigate the material in any communication 
received under this section, may call for and examine the declaration of assets and liabilities made 
under this Law, and may summon and question or cause to be summoned and questioned the 
person making the communication and shall cause investigation to be made and concluded as 
expeditiously as possible and in any case before the lapse of a period of six months from the date 
of the receipt of the written communication.  

 
Article 9 

(1) A person – 
a. Who fails without reasonable cause to make any declaration of assets and liabilities 

which is required to make under section 3; or 
b. Who makes any false statement in any such declaration , or who willfully omits any asset 

or liability from any such declaration, or 
c. Who fails without reasonable cause to give such additional information as the bribery 

commissioner may require under this law, or 
d. Who otherwise contravenes any provisions of this law 
 
Shall be guilty of an offence and shall unless any other penalty is otherwise provided, on 
conviction after trial before a Magistrate, be liable to a fine not exceeding one thousand 
rupees, or imprisonment of either description for a term not exceeding one year or to both 
such fine and imprisonment.  

 
(2) A person who is convinced of an offence under paragraph a of subsection 1 shall, within a period of 14 
days after the date of conviction, or in the event of an appeal against such conviction, within a period of 14 
days after the date of affirmation of such conviction, make the declaration of assets and liabilities referred 
to in section 3. The provisions of section 3 and the provisions of the other preceding sections of this Law 
shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to any declaration of assets and liabilities made by such person under this 
subsection in like manner and to the same extent as they apply to any declaration of assets and liabilities 
made under section 3.  
 
Article 10 
Nothing in this Law shall be read and construed as requiring any person to whom this Law applies to 
indicate the value of any asset included in any declaration made by him under this law except where such 
asset consists of holdings in cash.  
 
Article 12 
“Assets and liabilities” means  “assets and liabilities in and outside Sri Lanka, and includes movable and 
immovable property owned by the declarant in whole or in part, any property in which the declarant has a 
beneficial interest and any property acquired by the declarant during the period to which the declaration 
relates, in the name of his spouse or child”. 
 
Regulation of February 15, 1991  
“the fee for getting access to the declaration of assets forms is 500 Rs. and an additional 250 Rs. is due to 
obtain certified copies of a declaration”. Total cost for a copy per declaration is 750 Rs. (the equivalent of 
7.5 USD).  
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